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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is in response to the amendment filed on 1 2/02/2008. Claims 1 -1 8, 46-49, 51 - 
52, 54-55 are withdrawn. Claims 19, 21-24, 32, 34-35, 37, 45, 50, 53, 56, and 57 are 
amended. Claims 19-45, 50, 53, and 56-57 are pending. Claims 19-45, 50, 53, and 56- 
57 are related to computer system and methods therefor. 

Objection 

2. Dependent claims 20-31 and 33-44 are objected because of the following 
informalities: The term "a format as claimed in claim 19" and "a method as claimed in 
claim 32" have to be replaced by the method in claim 19 and the method in claim 32 
respectively. Correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC g 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: A person shall 
be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date 
of application for patent in the United States. 
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4. Claims 19- 30, 32-43, 45, 50, 53, 56, and 57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Gawlick et al. (hereinafter "Gawlick") (US 6,377, 953 B1). 

Gawlick discloses the invention as claimed including a metadata that indicates the 
structure that apply to data types (see abstract). 

Regarding claim 19, Gawlick discloses a communications format for use in providing 
communication between at least two devices, the format comprising: 

a first portion representing data, the first portion being adapted to be 
rendered and communicated in an electronically communicable format, such as binary 
format (Gawlick, column 6, lines 55-61, column 8, line 50, a data item is transformed 
from a native format to a particular view required by an application when it is moving in 
and out of a database which has large binary objects), and 

a second portion representing metadata for defining a data structure 
and a data format to be given to the first portion, the data structure and the data format 
given to the second portion being definable for each communication between said at 
least two devices (Gawlick, column 7, lines 1-9, column 9, lines 6-9, when sending 
information in a database system, a metadata included information about the structure 
and application format of a data is applied). 
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Regarding claim 20, Gawlick discloses a format as claimed in claim 19, in addition 
Gawlick discloses the system wherein the second portion is adapted to be rendered and 
communicated in an electronically communicable format, such as binary format 
(Gawlick, column 10, lines 19-27, data items are transformed between how they are 
represented in the database system and how they are represented in a particular 
program). 

Regarding claim 21 , Gawlick discloses a format as claimed in claim 19, in addition 
Gawlick discloses the system wherein the definition given to the second portion is 
selectable from a set of one or more definitions (Gawlick, column 9, lines 63-67, many 
applications that manipulate e-commerce data require the data to be presented in 
different ways than their native structures). 

Regarding claim 22, Gawlick discloses a format as claimed in claim 19, in addition 
Gawlick discloses the system wherein the first and second portions are communicated 
between said at least two devices in separate transmissions (Gawlick, column 6, lines 
41-44, a transmission system where a computer user uses a network system to transmit 
codes for an application in a server is disclosed). 

Regarding claim 23, Gawlick discloses a format as claimed in claimed in claim 19, in 
addition Gawlick discloses the system wherein the second portion represents a 
selection of at least one meaning data structure and data format to be given to the first 
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portion (Gawlick, column 9, lines 63-67, JAVA and C application are disclosed as 
different ways a native structure can be manipulated). 

Regarding claim 24, Gawlick discloses a format as claimed in claim 23, in addition 
Gawlick discloses the system wherein the data structure and the data format to be given 
to the first portion is stored in at least one of the two devices (Gawlick, column 9, lines 
55-67, a JAVA application is disclosed being stored in a database system). 

Regarding claim 25, Gawlick discloses a communications format as claimed in claim 19, 
in addition Gawlick discloses the system wherein the second portion further provides 
information on reading the data (Gawlick, column 9, lines 63-67, data item is received 
from a table, and metadata is read). 

Regarding claim 26, Gawlick discloses a format as claimed in claim 19, in addition 
Gawlick discloses the system wherein the second portion is a tag(s) (Gawlick, column 
14, lines 32-35, value based index are used for data items that satisfy certain criteria). 

Regarding claim 27, Gawlick discloses a format as claimed in claim 26, in addition 
Gawlick discloses the system wherein the tag(s) is an element of a map providing 
correlation to stored information defining the second portion (Gawlick, column 7, lines 
21-55, a structure is disclosed having identifiers for the data types). 
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Regarding claim 28, Gawlick discloses a format as claimed in claim 27, in addition 
Gawlick discloses the system wherein the map is adapted to map an external identifier 
to an internal identifier (Gawlick, column 7, lines 21-55, a system is disclosed that 
allows identifying and querying data item in a database). 

Regarding claim 29, Gawlick discloses a format as claimed in claim 19, in addition 
Gawlick discloses the system wherein the metadata is serializable for communication 
between the devices (Gawlick, column 6, lines 1-2, a telephone line using serial 
communication is used). 

Regarding claim 30, Gawlick discloses a format as claimed in claim 19, in addition 
Gawlick discloses the system wherein the metadata comprises metadata (Gawlick, 
column 8, lines 38-39, metadata is transformed view metadata). 

Regarding claim 32, Gawlick discloses a method of communicating between at least 
two devices, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a first portion representing data, the first portion being adapted 
to be rendered and communicated in an electronically communicable format, such as 
binary format (Gawlick, column 6, lines 55-61 , column 8, line 50, a data item is 
transformed from a native format to a particular view required by the application when it 
is moving in and out of a data base which has large binary objects), and 



Application/Control Number: 10/575,517 
Art Unit: 2455 



Page 7 



providing a second portion representing metadata for defining a data 
structure and a data format to be given to the first portion, the data structure and the 
data format given to the second portion being definable for each communication 
between said at least two devices (Gawlick, column 7, lines 1-9, column 9, lines 6-9, 
when sending information in a database system, a metadata included information about 
the structure and an application format of a data is applied). 

Regarding claim 33, Gawlick discloses a method as claimed in claim 32, in addition 
Gawlick discloses the method wherein the second portion is adapted to be rendered 
and communicated in an electronically communicable format, such as binary format 
(Gawlick, column 10, lines 19-27, data items are transformed between how they are 
represented in the database system and how they are represented in a particular 
program). 

Regarding claim 34, Gawlick discloses a method as claimed in claim 32, in addition 
Gawlick discloses the method wherein the definition given to the second portion is 
selectable from a set of at-least one or more definitions (Gawlick, column 9, lines 63-67, 
many applications that manipulate e-commerce data require the data to be presented in 
different ways than their native structures). 
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Regarding claim 35, Gawlick discloses a method as claimed in claim 32, in addition 
Gawlick discloses the method wherein the first and second portions are communicated 
between said at least two devices in separate transmissions (Gawlick, column 6, lines 
41-44, a transmission system where a computer user uses a network system to transmit 
codes for an application in a server is disclosed). 

Regarding claim 36, Gawlick discloses a method as claimed in claim 32, in addition 
Gawlick discloses the method wherein the second portion represents a selection of at 
least one meaning to be given to the first portion (Gawlick, column 9, lines 63-67, JAVA 
and C application are disclosed as different ways a native structure can be 
manipulated). 

Regarding claim 37, Gawlick discloses a method as claimed in claim 36, in addition 
Gawlick discloses the method wherein the data structure and the data format to be 
given to the first portion is stored in at least one of the two devices (Gawlick, column 9, 
lines 55-67, a JAVA application is disclosed being stored in a database system). 

Regarding claim 38, Gawlick discloses a method as claimed in claim 32, in addition 
Gawlick discloses the method wherein the second portion further provides information 
on reading the data (Gawlick, column 9, lines 63-67, data item is received from a table, 
and metadata is read). 
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Regarding claim 39, Gawlick discloses a method as claimed in claim 32, in addition 
Gawlick discloses the method wherein the second portion is a tag(s) (Gawlick, column 
14, lines 32-35, value based index are used for data items that satisfy certain criteria). 

Regarding claim 40, Gawlick discloses a method as claimed in claim 39, in addition 
Gawlick discloses the method wherein the tag(s) is a map providing correlation to stored 
information defining the second portion (Gawlick, column 7, lines 21-55, a structure is 
disclosed having identifiers for data types). 

Regarding claim 41 , Gawlick discloses a method as claimed in claim 40, in addition 
Gawlick discloses the method wherein the map is adapted to map an external identifier 
to an internal identifier (Gawlick, column 7, lines 21-55, a system is disclosed that 
allows identifying and querying data item in a database). 

Regarding claim 42, Gawlick discloses a method as claimed in claim 32, in addition 
Gawlick discloses the method wherein the metadata is serializable for communication 
between the devices (Gawlick, column 6, lines 1-3, a telephone line using serial 
communication device is used). 

Regarding claim 43, Gawlick discloses a method as claimed in claim 32, in addition 
Gawlick discloses the method wherein the metadata comprises metadata (Gawlick, 
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column 8, lines 38-39, metadata is transformed view metadata). 

Regarding claim 45, Gawlick discloses an architecture for a communication device, the 
architecture comprising: 

a programming layer for communications internal to the device (Gawlick, 
column 9, lines 57-60, potentially complex data transformation is made by required 
operations), 

a communications layer for communications external to the device 
(Gawlick, column 10, lines 24-27, routines for performing transformation of data types 
are used in the e-commerce environment from Neonsoft and TSIsoft), wherein the 
external communications are in accordance with the format comprising: 

a first portion representing data, the first portion being adapted to be 
rendered and communicated in an electronically communicable format, such as binary 
format (Gawlick, column 6, lines 55-61, column 8, line 50, a data item is transformed 
from a native format to a particular view required by the application when it is moving in 
and out of a data base which has large binary object), and 

a second portion representing metadata for defining a data structure and a 
data format to be given to the first portion, the data structure and the data format given 
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to the second portion being definable for each communication between said at least two 
devices (Gawlick, column 7, lines 1-9, column 9, lines 6-9, when sending information in 
a database system, a metadata included information about a structure and an 
application format of a data is applied). 

Regarding claim 50, Gawlick discloses apparatus adapted to communicate via a format 
comprising: 

a first portion representing data, the first portion being adapted to be 
rendered and communicated in an electronically communicable format, such as binary 
format (Gawlick, column 6, lines 55-61, column 8, line 50, a data item is transformed 
from a native format to a particular view required by the application when it is moving in 
and out of a data base which has large binary object), and 

a second portion representing metadata for defining a data structure and a 
data format to be given to the first portion, the data structure and the data format given 
to the second portion being definable for each communication between said at least two 
devices (Gawlick, column 7, lines 1-9, column 9, lines 6-9, when sending information in 
a database system, a metadata included information about the structure and an 
application format of a data is applied), 
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processor means adapted to operate in accordance with a predetermined 
instruction set, said apparatus, in conjunction with said instruction set, being adapted to 
perform the communication (Gawlick, column 6, lines 11-14, a computer system 
including communication feature provides two ways data communication). 

Regarding claim 53, Gawlick discloses a computer program product including: 

a computer usable medium having computer readable program code and 
computer readable system code embodied on said medium for providing 
communications within a computer system (Gawlick, column 5, lines 41-45, a computer 
system having computer -readable medium providing instructions to a processor is 
disclosed), said computer program product including: 

computer readable code within said computer usable medium being adapted to 
communicate via a format comprising: 

a first portion representing data, the first portion being adapted to be 
rendered and communicated in an electronically communicable format, such as binary 
format (Gawlick, column 6, lines 55-61, column 8, line 50, a data item is transformed 
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from a native format to a particular view required by the application when it is moving in 
and out of a data base which has large binary object), and 

a second portion representing metadata for defining a data structure and a 
data format to be given to the first portion, the data structure and the data format given 
to the second portion being definable for each communication between said at least two 
devices (Gawlick, column 7, lines 1-9, column 9, lines 6-9, when sending information in 
a database system, a metadata included information about the structure and an 
application format of a data is applied). 

Regarding claim 56, Gawlick discloses apparatus adapted to provide communications 
from a first device to a second device, said apparatus including: 

processor means adapted to operate in accordance with a predetermined 
instruction set, said apparatus, in conjunction with said instruction set, (Gawlick, column 
5, lines 41-45, a computer system providing instructions to a processor is disclosed) 
being adapted to perform a method comprising the steps of: 

providing a first portion representing data, the first portion being adapted to 
be rendered and communicated in an electronically communicable format, such as 
binary format (Gawlick, column 6, lines 55-61 , column 8, line 50, a data item is 
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transformed from a native format to a particular view required by the application when it 
is moving in and out of a data base which has large binary object), and 

providing a second portion representing metadata for defining a data 
structure and a data format to be given to the first portion, the data structure and the 
data format given to the second portion being definable for each communication 
between said at least two devices (Gawlick, column 7, lines 1-9, column 9, lines 6-9, 
when sending information in a database system, a metadata included information about 
the structure and an application format of a data is applied). 

Regarding claim 57, Gawlick discloses a computer program product including: 

a computer usable medium having computer readable program code and 
computer readable system code embodied on said medium for providing 
communications from a first device to a second device within a computer system 
(Gawlick, column 5, lines 41-45, a computer system having computer -readable 
medium providing instructions to a processor is disclosed), 

said computer program product including: 

computer readable code within said computer usable medium for performing a method 
comprising the steps of: 
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providing a first portion representing data, the first portion being adapted 
to be rendered and communicated in an electronically communicable format, such as 
binary format (Gawlick, column 6, lines 55-61 , column 8, line 50, data item is 
transformed from a native format to a particular view required by the application when it 
is moving in and out of a data base which has large binary object), and 

providing a second portion representing metadata for defining a data 
structure and a data format to be given to the first portion, the data structure and the 
data format given to the second portion being definable for each communication 
between said at least two devices (Gawlick, column 7, lines 1-9, column 9, lines 6-9, 
when sending information in a database system, a metadata included information about 
the structure and an application format of a data is applied). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC g 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
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person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 31 and 44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gawlick in view Hiitsch of et al. (hereinafter "Hutsch") (US 7, 269, 664 B2). 

Gawlick discloses the invention substantially as claimed including computer system and 
methods therefor (see abstract). 

Regarding claim 31 , Gawlick discloses a format as claimed in claim 1 9. 

Although Gawlick discloses a data in a format, he does not disclose a 
system wherein the format only describes the data. 

Hutsch discloses a system wherein the format only describes the data 
(Hutsch, column 10, lines 39-40, a dynamic filter that converts data into a format). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to implement Hutsch dynamic filter into Gawlick 
communication format system in order to create a communication format system with a 
dynamic filter feature in order to generate a data format in function of the data content 
(Hutsch, column 10, lines 44-45). 
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Regarding claim 44, Gawlick discloses a method as claimed in claim 32. 

Although Gawlick discloses a data in a format, he does not disclose a 
method wherein the format only describes the data. 

Hutsch discloses a method wherein the format only describes the data 
Hutsch, column 10, lines 39-40, a dynamic filter that converts data into a format). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to implement Hutsch dynamic filter into Gawlick 
communication format method in order to create a communication format method with 
dynamic filter feature in order to generate a data format in function of the data content 
(Hutsch, column 10, lines 44-45). 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon are considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Friedman et al. (US 2003/0208556 A1) is made part of the record 
because of the teaching of sending formatted data. Grobman (US 2004/001 0543 A1 ) is 
made part of the record because of the teaching of metadata. Krishnamurthy (US 
2003/01 95987 A1 ) is made part of the record because of the teaching of mapping 
identifiers. Brown et al. (US 7,290,267 B2) is made part of the record because of the 
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teaching of multi-protocol object distribution. Howard et al. (US 6,363,417 B1) is made 
part of the record because of the teaching of identifier. 



Response to Argument 



8. Applicant's arguments filed on December 2, 2008 with respect to claims 19-45, 50, 
53, 56, and 57 have been considered, and Applicant's request for reconsideration of the 
finality of the rejection of the last Office action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of 
that action is withdrawn. 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication from the examiner should be 
directed to Marie Georges Henry whose telephone number is (571) 270-3226. The 

examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 7:30am - 4:00pm. If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Saleh 
Najjar can be reached on (571 ) 272-4006. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. Information regarding 
the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the 
PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to 
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the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN 
USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 



/Marie Georges Henry/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2455 

/saleh najjar/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2455 



